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Abstracts


A Structural Equation Model of Perceived Price on Value Perceptions: 
A Consumer Psychology View

Md. Humayun Kabir Chowdhury
Most. Nargis Parvin
            Abstract

The Purpose of this study was to develop and test a model based on the influence of price on consumer value formation. The primary goal of this study was to analyze consumer perceptions of price in relation to the mechanism in value formation based on consumer perceptions of price. Consumer perceived value is hypothesized to be formed with the interactions between/among product quality, risk, and sacrifice. The results of this study have generated some interesting findings. Mainly, the study identified the fact that the linkages between the perceived price and perceived value are not completely mediated by perceived quality and sacrifice suggesting that there is an additional variable (Perceived Risk) that also mediate the linkages. The major findings are discussed and directions for future research are suggested.
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OUTSOURCING

A Seesaw Ride of Challenges and Opportunities
 Rakesh Belwal

 Gurmeet Singh

Manoj Dixit
Abstract

Outsourcing has become part and parcel of modern business organizations because of certain benefits - ranging from reduction in costs to better control over operations and performance. Both outsourcing seekers and providers across the globe are in the beneficiaries’ list - albeit with the supreme dominance of US and India in that order. The aura of outsourcing is growing day by day and so are the countries coming under its influence. The paper attempts to analyze the challenges and opportunities in outsourcing amidst the strengths and weaknesses of these countries. Outsourcing has something for all – irrespective of their being from the first, second or third world. Scale, however, is tilted more towards the developing ones. More and more countries are now in the fray to test their fortune in outsourcing. With their interest and initiatives abound, it still remains to be seen as to which patterns and models are applicable in this regard. However, the ‘survival of the fittest’ will always be there.
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Public Project Evaluation and Selection 

Alexander Mosesov, 
Sudhakar Kota

Abstract:

Project evaluation in a private sector is purely based on the returns on cost factors but it is not the same in the case of public projects. The issue of selecting and implementing public projects is predominated by the political, social and economic dimensions. In the bargain methodological issues pertaining to the evaluation and objectivity take a back seat when political perspectives dominate the social and economic perspectives. International funding agencies and planned economies have emphasized the need for developing effective methodologies to give objective orientation to investments and the accrual of social benefits to the stakeholders who deserve the most. In this paper an attempt is made to evaluate the public projects by double scoring method which incorporates national priorities and the selection of public projects so that objectivity is maintained purely on the rationality of priority ranking. This method would be more meaningful to serve the community on need basis and increase their satisfaction. 

Keywords: Globalization, Project evaluation, double scoring, project evaluation methodologies, selecting national priorities, methodology of location of services and facilities.

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

AWARENESS AMONG STUDENTS - A COMPARATIVE STUDY

Beena S. Saji
Abstract

The corporate scandals in united states ( Enron, Arthur Anderson, World com and Tyco) and elsewhere in the world  (Paramalet in Italy, Yukos in Russia, China Construction Bank scam in China) have stimulated a frenzy of activities in business schools around the world. These activities stimulated a lively discussion on the primacy of ethical dimensions and therefore several business schools are making efforts to focus more on the ethical dimension oriented research studies. The business schools are once again looking on to how their business ethics courses can be restructured. There is an attempt to revise the curriculum giving more emphasis on courses like business ethics, corporate social responsibility and sustainable business. The present study is an attempt to gain an understanding about  the degree of social responsibility awareness among students who have taken Business ethics social responsibility course. There are three comparative groups- students who have completed the course(ATBE- already taken business ethics course), students who are currently taking the course (CTBE- currently taking business ethics course) and the students who have yet to take the course(NTBE- not taken business ethics course). The results do not show significant difference between the groups. 
Keywords: Parallel processing, Hypercube, computing time, setup timing.
Gender and Scents 

An Empirical study on the purchase behavior of Men and Women of Dubai and Sharjah regions, U.A.E, 
towards Colognes and Perfumes
K.Shivakumar

Abstract

From ancient times until date, fragrances have always been a part of man's history. People have used perfumes, oils and unguents on their bodies for thousands of years in lesser or greater amounts dependant on fashion whims. To gain an insight into the purchase behavior of both men and women of Dubai and Sharjah regions, UAE towards colognes/perfumes, a survey was carried out in Dubai and Sharjah regions of the UAE, Averages, percentages, factor analysis, and Student’s t– test were used for analyzing the data. The study revealed some similarities in the frequency of purchase and reason for usage of colognes/perfumes, preferences for branded products and differences in the attributes considered, shop loyalty, time spent on purchase. Based on the analysis of the results and conclusions the author suggests use of Newspaper, Television and Magazine as media and stress on uniqueness of scent and quality of products in all promotional activities. 
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Watermarking data of relational databases- issues and challenges

Palacholla Padmanabham, 

 Hasan Al-Saedy 
Mohd Abdul Salam 

Abstract
Watermarking data for copyright protection is an accepted technique adopted for digital information. This subject has been quite exhaustively researched and several techniques have been established for protecting copyrights for still images, audio and video files. Recently attempts are being made to watermark data in relational databases. The aim of this paper is to look into the issues and challenges in the area of watermarking data of relational databases and to propose a possible new technique which needs to be studied in depth. 
Keywords : 
Watermarking, Relational databases and Watermark Detection.

Performance evolution of Hypercube Computers through Simulation 

Y. Jayanta Singh

S.C. Mehrotra
Abstract

A parallel processing system is such a system that a large amount of work is distributed equally among many processors and are made to work for a single solution. Hypercube computers are used for parallel processing. Hypercube computers are introduced under different names like cosmic cube, n-cube, binary n-cube, boolean n-cube etc. The some of commercial hypercube available are binary hypercube, like, iPSC/2, nCUBE, and Mark III etc. The excellent performance of this type of computer on complex applications and its modest cost and open-ended expandability give an effective means of achieving faster and cheap computing in the near future. For example a 64-node machine has five to ten times faster than a VAX1 l/780. Due to their structural regularity and high potential for the parallel execution of various algorithms, hypercube computers have drawn considerable attention in recent years from both Academic and industrial communities.
A simulation study had performed on hypercube computer to bring the optimization for (i) the distribution timing of workloads among the neighbor processors from server or originating processor, (ii) computing time and (iii) effects of different setup timing of processors on total processing time.
keywords :
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COPYCATS THRIVE ON THE INTERNET: A MULTIVARIATE STUDY OF THE ATTITUDES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS IN DUBAI AND SHARJAH TOWARDS INTERNET PLAGIARISM
Vijaya Kumar Gudup
Abstract:

 The present research study investigates the UAE undergraduate students’ attitude towards the issue of Internet plagiarism and tests whether there is a significant difference between the attitudes of three types of respondents chosen for this study with respect to various factors affecting Internet plagiarism. An instrument for measuring the attitudes of the students towards Internet plagiarism is developed. A research framework is constructed to extract relevant factors affecting students’ attitudes towards Internet plagiarism. The results of this survey indicated that the attitudes of students towards Internet plagiarism are reflected in terms of the six extracted factors derived from the analysis of the study. The results of the research also revealed that there is no significant difference between various student groups (respondents) considered for the present research within the selected colleges in Dubai and Sharjah with respect to the issue of Internet plagiarism. The results further demonstrated that there is no significant difference between the attitudes of male and female respondents with respect to Internet plagiarism. Suggestions are also offered to keep the widely prevalent Internet plagiarism practices at bay among the undergraduate students in UAE.

Keywords: Internet plagiarism, World Wide Web (WWW), Principal components analysis (PCA), Varimax rotation, Eigen value and Rotated Component Matrix.
